The EU Accession
process

Step-by-step

November
2025

Every year, the Commission adopts an Enlargement Communication, which outlines its
recommendations regarding the enlargement process, and dedicated reports, which provide a detailed
assessment of the state of play and the progress made by the candidate countries and potential
candidates on their respective paths towards the European Union.

These assessments are accompanied by recommendations and guidance on the reform priorities.
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Clusters of negotiating chapters

Negotiating chapters are divided in
six thematic clusters:
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