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The European Union presented today its new strategy for resilience building, aiming to move
from crisis containment to a more structural and long-term approach to global challenges. It
puts a particular emphasis on anticipation, prevention and preparedness.

The European Commission and the High Representative/Vice President Federica Mogherini presented
today how the European Union aims to support states, societies, communities and individuals in
adapting to growing and increasingly long-term pressures. This is one the priorities guiding the EU's
external action as presented by the EU Global Strategy.

The European Union's unique contribution to stability in the Sahel region is a good example of this
resilience approach: European humanitarian aid helps to manage the immediate crisis of displaced
people, while our development cooperation tackles the longer-term root causes of poverty, by
supporting complementary actions for job creation, access to education, governance, health and
climate mitigation. In addition, the EU is a security provider to the region. The HR/VP just announced
€50 million of support to the G5 Sahel Joint force, with the aim to fight terrorism and enhance cross-
border cooperation. All of these actions support the resilience of the region.

Handling disruptive pressures and shocks has become the new normal across the world. It is beyond
the power of any individual state to confront today's demographic, climate change, environmental or
migratory challenges, as well as the unpredictable consequences of economic shocks, conflict and
violent extremism.

High Representative/Vice President Federica Mogherini said: "One fourth of the world's population
lives in fragile States or societies. We want to prevent these fragile situations from turning into new
wars, new humanitarian catastrophes, or new refugee crises. This is what we call resilience. This
Communication will help us coordinate an impressive set of different tools, that only the European
Union can mobilise: from humanitarian aid to incentives for private investments, from climate action to
military missions. It is a forward-looking, truly integrated approach - the only one that can work, in the
complex world of today. It is the European way to peace, security and human development".

There is a pressing need to move away from crisis containment to a more structural and long-term
approach to vulnerabilities. The strategy puts a strong emphasis on anticipation, prevention and
preparedness, aiming to work along three linked lines:

-      Expanded assistance for partner countries' resilience – The EU will continue to support domestic
efforts of partner countries to become more resilient, with the help of broadened political, development
and humanitarian support. This includes strengthening inclusive and participatory societies, alleviating
long-lasting crises or preventing violent conflict. It will also take into account the vulnerabilities and
needs of forcibly displaced people, while also recognising the positive contribution of migrants to
inclusive growth and sustainable development.

-      Policy dialogue and bilateral initiatives: The EU can draw upon significant experience of addressing
complex domestic policy challenges and enhancing resilience. Examples of this include its work on
energy security, climate adaptation, economic and social policy or addressing global health risks.
Having invested heavily in research on resilience, the European Union is ready to share these insights
with its international partners.

-      Resilience and the security of the Union : Internal and external security dimensions of EU policy
have to be closely integrated, in order to strengthen our response to hybrid threats, cyber-security, the
security of critical infrastructure, terrorism and violent extremism. The European Union proposes to
strengthen work on countering external disinformation strategies, as well as to further develop
cooperation with NATO and the OSCE. In line with these priorities, the EU has for example stepped up
its funding to €300 million for projects aimed at preventing and countering violent extremism and has
deployed counter-terrorism experts in a number of key countries.

The European Union and its Member States are subject to many of the same pressures, which also
challenge the resilience of its external partners and expose their vulnerabilities. European external
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policy has a strong role to play also in ensuring the resilience within the borders of the EU. This comes
at a time when the Union has a greater responsibility than ever before to contribute to the security of
its citizens.

Background:
The EU has over the past few years established an ambitious and transformative agenda for its
external action. These include the foreign and security policy aims set out in the EU Global Strategy,
international development and humanitarian goals agreed under the UN's Agenda 2030, and
commitments under the Paris Climate accord.

The Joint Communication is part of the follow-up to the Global Strategy for the EU's Foreign and
Security Policy, which Federica Mogherini presented to European leaders in June last year. The High
Representative will present a report on the first year of implementation of the Strategy to EU Heads of
State or Government and Foreign Ministers later in June.

For more information:
Factsheet: Joint Communication on "A Strategic Approach to Resilience in the EU's External Action"
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