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Appointment and work programme of the von der Leyen Commission 

[P.M. – to be updated] 

Multi-annual Financial Framework 

(1) COSAC calls for the timely approval of the 2021 – 2027 Multiannual Financial Framework MFF), 

recalling that late adoption means delayed implementation of the European Union’s strategic 

targets. COSAC stresses the need for significant progress at the December 2019 European Council.  

(2) COSAC observes that all Member States have a stake in the Union’s strategic targets, which are 

competitiveness, the encouragement of innovation, climate policy and biodiversity. A constructive 

approach to the MFF requires that all Member States’ nominal budget targets are balanced against 

the expected benefits of mutually agreed investments in the future. COSAC recalls that, with proper 

attention to policy detail, agricultural and cohesion spending are compatible with these agreed 

strategic targets. 

(3) COSAC observes that adoption of the MFF involves finding agreement on a review of the EU’s own 

resources system. 

(4) COSAC stresses the need for new mechanisms to protect the financial interests of the Union when 

they are jeopardised by disrespect for the rule of law or where there is a systemic threat to the values 

enshrined in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union. 

Fundamental Rights and the Rule of Law 

(5) COSAC recalls that 2019 marks the tenth anniversary of the Treaty of Lisbon, and the entry into direct 

legal effect of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. Recalling that the Union is founded on the 

values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for 

human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities, COSAC reaffirms that these 

values are normative for all European Union policies. The rule of law is, in COSAC’s view fundamental 

to the EU’s legitimacy in the eyes of its citizens. COSAC commends the work of the European Union 

Agency for Fundamental Rights and endorses a strong role for the Agency in ensuring respect for 

fundamental rights in the regular exercise of the EU’s functions. 

(6) COSAC observes that maintenance of the EU’s values requires constant vigilance. COSAC considers 

that as all Member States have committed, through the Treaty on European Union, to uphold the 

rule of law, they all should accept transparent and impartial monitoring and peer review of the 

condition of the rule of law in the Member States. COSAC affirms that where deficiencies in the rule 

of law affect the functioning of the single market or the implementation of European policies, the 

Union and its Member States have legitimate grounds for concern and appropriate action. 

A Winning Climate Strategy for Europe 

(7) COSAC takes note of the conclusions of the Inter-parliamentary Conference on Climate Change on 6-

7 October 2019 in Helsinki reiterating the EU’s commitment to the goals of the Paris Agreement and 

stressing the urgency of the climate challenge. COSAC notes with concern the conclusions of the 

IPCC’s Special Report No 15, stating that global warming must be contained at 1,5 degrees to prevent 

irreversible environmental damage. COSAC notes that a proactive climate policy will be vital for the 

Union’s future industrial competitiveness and its ability to sustain social and regional cohesion 

throughout the inevitable adaptation of Europe’s economic models. 

(8) COSAC calls upon the European Commission and the European Council to maintain the EU’s 

established role as a front-runner in climate policy by continuing to play a leading role and to step up 



the EU’s ambition level in global climate policy. COSAC notes with satisfaction the European Council’s 

commitment to climate neutrality, which in COSAC’s view should be reinforced by committing to a 

target date in 2050. 

(9) COSAC regrets the decision of the United States to withdraw from the Paris Climate Accords and calls 

on the Commission and Council to take necessary steps to assure a level playing field for European 

enterprises while maintaining an ambitious European climate policy. 

The European Union’s Future Relationship with the United Kingdom 

[P.M. – to be updated]  

(10) COSAC notes with regret both the United Kingdom’s imminent departure from the European Union 

and the fact that we have no certainty of an orderly Brexit on mutually agreed terms. COSAC hopes 

that the United Kingdom will, after this month’s elections, be in a position finally to adopt a national 

position that permits going forward. COSAC observes with concern that the transitional period 

following Brexit day that was agreed by the European Commission and the UK Government leaves 

little time to negotiate the future relationship between the EU and the UK. COSAC calls on all parties 

to proceed with the maximum of efficiency and good will. COSAC remains committed to supporting 

the closest possible future relationship between the UK and EU that is compatible with both the 

integrity of the Union and the interests of both parties.  


