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Education is essential to the vitality
of European society and economy.
The European Education Area aims
to bring to the education and
training communities the
support they need to fulfil
their fundamental mission,
in challenging and exciting times.”
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Establishing the European Education Area will
improve access to quality education and training,
enable learners to move easily between education
systems in different countries and help create
a culture of lifelong learning. Fully respecting
the responsibility of the Member States for the
content of teaching and the organisation of
education systems, the European Education Area
is based on a shared vision. Its success hinges
on cooperation and a commitment to this vision.

The Commission proposes to consolidate ongoing efforts and further develop the European Education
Area along six dimensions to bring about a significant shift in equity, outcomes and resilience of
education and training in Europe.
The six dimensions and the principal means to achieve them are:
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Green and digital transitions
Teachers and trainers
Higher education
Geopolitical dimension

1

Quality in
education and training
●● Boost basic and
transversal skills
●● More mobility and
cooperation opportunities
●● Support lifelong acquisition
of language competences
●● Develop a European
perspective in education

4

Teachers
and trainers
●● 25 Erasmus
Teacher Academies
●● European guidance for
national career frameworks
●● European Innovative
Teaching Award
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Inclusion and
gender equality
●● Pathways to School Success
●● 50 centres of excellence
for VET
●● European Approach to
micro-credentials
●● Gender-sensitive teaching
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Higher
education
●● 41 European Universities:
full roll-out
●● Development of
a European Degree
●● Legal statute for alliance
of European Universities
●● Erasmus+ Mobile App

3

Green and digital
transitions
●● Education for
Climate Coalition
●● Greening of education
infrastructure
●● Council Recommendation
on education for
environmental sustainability
●● Digital Education Action Plan

6

Geopolitical
dimension
●● Team Europe approach
●● Strengthen cooperation with
strategic global partners
●● Expand international
dimension of Erasmus+

Enabling framework
For the European Education Area to become a reality by 2025, an enabling framework will be put in place. The Commission
proposes to continue cooperation with Member States in the existing setting of working groups and meetings. The Framework
will also facilitate cooperation with civil society and researchers. Together with Member States, the Commission will set up a
steering board to guide the work of all involved in building the European Education Area.

Ambitious EU-level targets
To monitor progress, the Commission proposes the following five EU-level targets:
‣‣ The share of low-achieving 15-year-olds in reading, mathematics and
science should be less than 15%.
‣‣ The share of low-achieving eighth-graders in computer and information
literacy should be less than 15%.
‣‣ At least 98% of children between 3 years old and the starting age for
compulsory primary education should participate in early childhood education.
‣‣ The share of people aged 20-24 years old with at least an upper secondary
qualification should be 90%.
‣‣ The share of 30-34 year-olds with tertiary educational attainment
should be at least 50%.
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The Commission will continue to collect
comparable evidence on key indicators
in education and training, and present
them in the annual Education and
Training Monitor. It will work jointly with
governments, experts and international
partners to develop a new approach
to indicators and targets for
the European Education Area. To
take stock of overall progress, the
Commission will publish a European
Education Area Progress Report in
2022 and a full report in 2025.

