[image: image1.jpg]




COUNCIL OF

THE EUROPEAN UNION

Brussels, 11 November 2002 (13.11)

(OR. fr)



13925/02

LIMITE





JAI 244

ASIM 48

COMIX 631

OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

of :
Strategic Committee on Immigration, Frontiers and Asylum (EU/Iceland and Norway Mixed Committee)

on :
5 November 2002

Subject :
Summary of conclusions

1. Follow-up to the plan for the management of the external borders

(a)
Financial resources

The Commission briefed the Committee on the state of the internal procedure for the selection of projects which might be financed in the framework of the ARGO programme.

(b)
Presidency progress report

The Presidency reminded those heading border management projects to send it specific information about the implementation of those projects by mid-November at the latest, so that the report which the Presidency intended to submit to the Council could be drawn up.

Revision of visa Regulation No 539/2001 of March 2001

The Presidency once again referred to the Seville conclusions concerning possible amendment to the list of countries whose nationals were subject to the visa requirement; the Commission representative informed the Committee that the procedure to draw up a possible proposal for amendment to the Regulation was still underway at the Commission.

The Presidency stated that there might be a joint guideline by delegations on this subject at the Council meeting in November.

2. Conclusions on intensified consular cooperation

Following the meeting of the Visa Working Party on 21 October (see 13660/02, point 3), the Committee discussed the draft conclusions drawn up by the Presidency as set out in 13524/02.

Taking account of comments by delegations, the Presidency distributed a revised version of the text with a view to its submission to Coreper (see 13919/02).

3. Report on the current and future level of cooperation between the Member States' immigration liaison officers in third countries

Following the meeting of the Committee on 22 October (see 13404/02, point 3), the Presidency drew attention to the contents of its report (see 13406/02), pointing out that an informal network of liaison officers existed in most countries but indicating that it would be a good idea to take this further.

The Commission stated that the financing of the Belgian project (heading B7-667) concerning the network of liaison officers in the Balkans should no longer pose a problem (see 5347/02); the Belgian delegation informed the Committee that a first meeting in the framework of this project was due to take place on 8 December, and that a report would be drawn up in the next six months.

In the light of comments made by delegations on the contents of the Presidency's report, the Presidency stated its intention to draft a revised version of the text with a view to the adoption of conclusions on this subject by the Council.

4. Strengthening of procedures regarding passport control at external borders

The French delegation presented the contents of its note on the stamping of travel documents (13645/02); delegations then held an exchange of views on this subject, including its legal aspects.

Following discussion by the Committee, the Presidency said that the problem would be studied at the meeting of the Working Party on Frontiers on 8 November, where it intended to present a discussion paper on this subject (see 13805/02).

5. Early Warning System

Following the CIREFI meeting on 29 October (see 13947/02), the Committee discussed the Commission's suggestions concerning the establishment of an information and coordination network (see 13078/02).

Several delegations expressed reservations about ICONet, particularly its security aspects, and the Presidency noted that this point needed closer examination.  It invited the JHA Counsellors to continue their consideration of this issue, and noted that the Commission had also expressed its intention to provide a summary document.

6. Sea border control seminar

The Presidency briefed the Committee on the contents of the seminar, which had taken place in Washington and Miami from 28 October to 1 November 2002, and said it intended to distribute a report.  It also invited the Greek delegation, as the forthcoming Presidency, to consider how to pursue cooperation in this field.

Amendments to the Conventions on international maritime traffic approved in the International Maritime Organisation

The Spanish delegation recalled the contents of its note on this subject (see 13387/02) and made specific suggestions concerning possible amendments to Chapter 11 of the 1974 SOLAS Convention.

Some delegations expressed reservations about the contents of the Spanish proposal, or wondered whether it would be appropriate to establish a common position in the SCIFA framework;  the Presidency said that there should be prior internal coordination within each delegation with those responsible for maritime transport, with a view to the meeting of the Working Party on Frontiers on 8 November.

7. Other business

(a)
Visa Waiver Programme

The Swedish delegation presented the contents of its note on this subject (see 13647/02), which the Presidency said the Visa Working Party would consider at a forthcoming meeting.

(b)
Transmission of the Fraud Bulletin to the United States, Canada and the candidate countries

The Committee confirmed delegations' agreement concerning the transmission of the Fraud Bulletin to the United States, Canada and the candidate countries; the Presidency indicated that an "I/A" item note would be submitted to Coreper/the Council for approval (see 13278/02).

(c)
Transmission of the European Union Handbook of Genuine Identity, Travel and Residence Documents to Canada

Following the Council's Decision of 25 and 26 April 2002 to release the EU Handbook of Genuine Identity, Travel and Residence Documents to the candidate countries (see 7706/02) and to the United States (see 7718/02), the Committee confirmed delegations' agreement to send it to Canada too.  An "I/A" item note on this subject will be submitted to Coreper/the Council for approval (see 13279/02).

(d)
Kaliningrad

Following the meeting of the Working Party on Eastern Europe and Central Asia with the participation of visa experts on 30 October, the Presidency briefed the Committee on progress on this subject, with a view to the EU/Russia summit on 11 November.
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