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ANNEX

Draft Council Conclusions on the first Annual Report of

 Eurojust (calendar year 2002)

1.
The first Annual Report of Eurojust (calendar year 2002) deals, among other things, with: 

· the concrete setting up, consolidating and initiation of work of  Eurojust during its first full year of existence, after the adoption of the Council Decision (2002/187/JHA);

· the move to The Hague;

· institutional and organisational matters;

· casework activities including illustrative examples and some statistics regarding categories of offences referred, requesting and requested countries and number of countries involved;

· the interaction between Eurojust and other EU bodies in the field, such as EUROPOL, OLAF and the European Judicial Network (EJN); 

–
perceived obstacles in judicial cooperation and prospects for the future concerning Eurojust.

The Council:

2.
Welcomes with interest this report and endorses its content, while stressing the importance of improving judicial co-operation between the Member States further, and in particular as regards combating serious crimes perpetrated by organisations operating across the borders. The Council further underlines that the effective combat of crime is a necessary and essential component to realise an area of freedom, security and justice.

3.
Notes with satisfaction that Eurojust - while having had to relocate to The Hague – is well on its way to establish the necessary structures and procedures to be able to wholly fulfil its mission and that it has already become operational. The Council thanks the government of the Netherlands for the efforts it has undertaken so far in providing a suitable building and other infrastructure to Eurojust and asks it to continue to assist Eurojust as much  as possible in establishing appropriate and needed working conditions.

4. Feels confident that the Eurojust in the future will further strengthen its capacity to contribute, through its work and initiatives, to the further development and implementation of the various aspects of improving effective judicial co-operation when it comes to fighting serious cross-border crimes. 
 

5. Supports the objectives, scope and priority subjects set out in the Eurojust objectives for 2003, as outlined in the annual report and apart from the main task of operational casework including

–
      profile work with Member States;

–
recommendations to Member States concerning the powers of national members of Eurojust;

· the setting up of evaluation systems and improved standards for efficiency.


6. Notes that the access to domestic information systems by national members varies throughout the Member States and that much more needs to be done to ensure that all national members have access to the domestic information facilities they require so that they can effectively perform their functions as national members of Eurojust.


7. Welcomes the preliminary steps taken in 2002 to provide Eurojust with an automated data file comprising an index of data on investigations, in which non-personal data can be stored, a task which may be further developed by a project, sponsored by Italy, France, Romania and Slovenia under the Grotius programme.


8. Notes that until 6 September 2003 seven Member States have made declarations as regards the full implementation of the Decision on Eurojust in their national legal system and that, as a consequence, States that have not made such declarations must already have their national legal systems in place to conform with the Council Decision setting up Eurojust. This is in particular vital in matters such as article 9 dealing with competencies of national members in their own countries, rights to exchange information with competent national authorities and with other national members and rights to contact directly competent national authorities without having to make intermediary contacts. 

9. Calls on Member States to strengthen the mutual commitment of Eurojust and EUROPOL to extend reciprocal invitations to each other in order to ensure that both organisations are able to take part in meetings.


10. Takes note that Eurojust has invited Member States to consider whether the national members of Eurojust should be regarded as competent authorities of the Member States for the purposes of rules relating to investigations conducted by OLAF as provided for in Article 26 (4) of the Council Decision and is pleased to learn that Eurojust national members and OLAF staff have begun working together on several cases of mutual interest.

11. Finally calls upon and urges Member States to urgently ensure that their national members of Eurojust have adequate powers and missions in their own countries in order to enable them to act in accordance with the provisions of the Decision setting up Eurojust.
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